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First Target Met!

Sylvia Stokes

Many people will now be aware that
through the generous donations from the
village and the PCC we managed to raise
sufficient funds to make an offer to the
Countess of Huntingdon Trust to purchase
the Old Chapel. Our offer was accepted,
thus securing the future of the building as a
valuable community asset.
As well as the many generous pledges from
people in and around the village, we are
also very pleased to announce that Gotherington Petrol Station, The Shutters and
Badham’s Pharmacy have all very kindly
made donations to the project. In addition,
Brian and Savita at the Old Station have
raised funds for us as part of recent railway
events that they have organised. We look
forward to organising further events in
conjunction with other clubs and
enterprises in the village.
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A Royal Occasion!

The third Open Day for The Old Chapel Community Project was held on Prince Harry and
Meghan Markle’s Wedding Day. The doors
were open from 10am and anyone who wanted to watch the Royal Wedding was welcomed
in to enjoy it on the big screen! There was
standing room only during the ceremony and
everyone shared in the Royal family's relief
when the Pastor finally finished his speech!!
As well as the wedding, there was a Treasure
Hunt that took you around the village, finishing
at The Shutters, where there was facepainting and bouncy castles, kindly organised
by Dave & Sarah. Other activities were available in the village too: Maddie let us use her
café area in Gotherington Stores for the
children to make crowns and they could decorate crown biscuits in the Village Hall. In The
Old Chapel there was another fabulous spread
of cakes, some gifts to buy and a fabulous raffle
Charitable Status
with prizes kindly donated by supporters and
We have been informed that the workload of the local businesses, including Gotherington
Charity Commission is delaying the registration of Nurseries, Prescott Hill Climb and The
our charity and this could still take a few more
Shutters.
weeks.
£840 was raised on the day with additional
In the mean time, solicitors have been instructed
cheques and pledges received, taking us over
to undertake the purchase process on our behalf. our initial £50k target. A huge success on all
fronts!
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The Old Chapel Community Project
has secured a £1,000 grant from
Persimmon Homes Community
Champions !
Persimmon give away 60 donations
each month of up to £1,000, to local
community groups and charities in
England, Scotland and Wales.

Following transfer of the application
to The Old Chapel Community Project back in March, we are delighted
to announce funding of £1,000 will
be received from Tesco’s Bags of
Help community grant scheme
Bags of Help is run in partnership
with environmental charity Groundwork, and sees grants awarded to
thousands of local community projects every year. Since launching in
2015, it’s provided more than £53
million to over 16,000 local community projects.

What’s Next?
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What’s Next?
As soon as we complete the purchase of The Old
Chapel we will undertake a short programme of
work to check out the electrics and heating system
and undertake some simple decorative improvements. Then, subject to the length of time anticipated to obtain funds to commence the refurbishment work, we will bring the building back into
use.

We Need New Members!

Issue 003 - June 2018
The Royal Wedding
Open Day

As we move to the next phase of
the project, we are looking for new
members and volunteers to help
with planning and undertaking
different aspects of the project, in
particular d.i.y. work and organising future events.
If you would like to join the team,
or would be happy to pick up a
paint brush or assist with an event,
then please talk to a member of the
group, or drop an email to
gotheringtonoldchapel@gmail.com

Thankyou!

Future Events
It has been a very successful few months, with
many people visiting The Old Chapel, some
who’ve never been inside the building before,
and many who have known it for decades!!

Welcome!
We would like to welcome Emily Charnock as a
new member of the project group. Emily has already played a role in the success of the project so
far, and will provide useful additional resources as
we move into the stage where we must secure
grants and undertake the refurbishment work.
We have already embarked on the detailed planning of these activities.

In the coming months, we hope to organise
more events around The Old Chapel, that will
further illustrate the potential of this wonderful
old building. The Open Days and Shepherd’s
Crook performance have already proven it to be
a warm and welcoming space, with great acoustics...and that’s even before any work has been
done!

Shepherd’s Crook Entertain

We are really looking forward to getting new
people through the doors, of all ages, so do
watch this space and tell your neighbours!

www.gotheringtonoldchapel.org.uk
A new web page has been set up for The
Old Chapel which contains updates on
the project and some photos of events
and historical pictures going back to the
early 1900’s.
We will also be adding links to past
Newsletters and hope to get a feed from
our Facebook page on there, so that you
can view updates without having to be
registered on their site.
Do take a look!

Let us know….
What you would like to see on
our website.
Please let us know any additional information you would find
useful to include on our website.
It is still in development, so we
can easily make changes. Thank
you!

