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The Old Chapel Refurbished
From the outside it is clear to see what a brilliant job has been 
done bringing the Old Chapel to life again. Indeed, one of the 
few benefits of the Covid lockdown was that the 
refurbishment could be completed at a time when we would 
otherwise have been closed for all use.

The highly successful fundraising effort enabled the project to 
start on 6th July 2020 and was completed on time and on budget 
by September 11th, when the scaffolding was removed, and the 
building was handed back to the trustees.  The work, which 
involved the complete re-roofing and re-rendering of the 
outside of the building, was not without its problems. 

As well as having to reconstruct part of the brick wall at the back 
of the building, the stone finial also had to be rebuilt with some 
deft remedial work by stone masons.  In addition, the old stone 
surrounds on the front windows, destroyed through the 
previous crude rendering job, also had to be skilfully built up to 
restore them to their former glory.  The new render itself is a 
breathable lime render which will help to resolve the issues of 
damp that has caused so much trouble in the past.

Much of the work to The Old Chapel 
was done behind cover but the 
handsome building that emerged is a 
great credit to our builders, Snape 
Contracting and conservation 
architects Caroe & Partners.

At our last Open Day, we launched our crowdfunding initiative and 
JustGiving page ‘New Tiles for The Old Chapel’.  The aim was to raise 
additional funds and give residents and friends of the Old Chapel, an 
opportunity to leave their own legacy in the building.  We are so grateful 
to everyone who helped us by sponsoring tiles.  Many of the tiles were 
signed before being fitted, and there are a few extra special works of art 
hidden in our lovely new roof too!

£4,100 was raised in total including gift aid that we were able to claim on 
your generous donations.  When we are ready to re-open our doors we 
look forward to inviting all those who sponsored tiles to receive a 
certificate and, if they wish, to sign a record book that will be kept in The 
Old Chapel for future generations to enjoy.

As the Auction of Promises had to be put 
on hold last March, we were grateful to 
receive a £10k Covid 19 Business Grant 
from Tewkesbury Borough Council, 
supporting business affected by the COVID 
lockdown.  

Additional fundraising last year saw a hive 
of activity on The Lawns as money was very 
gratefully received through the sale of 
Sylvia’s plants, Becky’s home-grown 
vegetables, and Brenda’s delicious 
chutneys and marmalades!    Thank you all!

The Old Chapel will be available to hire 
as soon as our renovation is complete 

and government restrictions allow.

If you are interested in hiring the space for 
regular bookings or private events, 

please email:

  oldchapelbookings@gmail.com 

We look forward to sharing plans for 
our re-opening as soon as possible!
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Internal and Remaining Renovation Works
The Old Chapel interior is on track to be a match for the elegant exterior.  
The main plastering, inset lights and beautiful ceiling rose have already 
been completed and, following consultation with residents at our last 
Open Day, an oak and glass balustrade was commissioned which creates 
a wonderful view when you enter the building.

There is however still quite a bit of work to do, with projects planned by 
the refurbishment work group that include new wall panelling to 
incorporate the refurbished coat pegs, carpeting throughout, new 
internal doors, wiring for the AV system and installation of the Film Club 
equipment, plus a bit more painting!

At the front of the building additional work is required to connect our 
surface water outlets to the Severn Trent sewer.  We would like to thank 
Cllr. Rob Bird who helped us to secure a £9k ‘Growing Our Communities’ 
grant from Gloucestershire County Council.   This work is set to take place 
some time in the next couple of months and once complete, the area at 
the front of The Old Chapel will also receive a make-over with new 
noticeboard and bench.  We would love for the new seating to be 
sponsored – if you are interested we would love to hear from you! 

Back in May last year we received 
£20k from the Village Hall 
Improvement Grant Fund.  
Awarded to projects that 
improve health and wellbeing and 
have a positive impact on the 
environment, it was a huge boost 
at a difficult time!



 We would also like to say a huge 
thank you to Brian Cosgrove for his 
invaluable input into the project as 
he retires as a trustee, to focus on 
his other roles in the village.  Brian 
has been a great asset to the project 
and helped immensely in achieving 
our goals whilst serving as a trustee.  
As Brian leaves we welcome Gary 
Thompson to the group as a new 
trustee. Welcome!

After three jam-packed years as Chairman of The Old Chapel Community Project, John 
Whitehead handed over the ropes to Sylvia Stokes at the end of March this year.  John 
remains a Trustee and very much a part of the project, so you should fully anticipate 
seeing him dressed as an elf or Santa at Christmas for many years to come!
We want to express our extreme gratitude to John, for doing such an amazing job at 
steering us through these last three years.  His experience, calm control and positive 
attitude has brought us to where we are today.  Thank you John and enjoy your second 
‘semi-retirement’!

LIFE IN LOCKDOWN
During the first lockdown back in March 2020, Jacquie Waine 
began working on a project to try and gather your stories and 
images of Gotherington for a ‘Lockdown Diary’.  

Three lockdowns later and we are still aiming to create a booklet that 
captures the craziness of this last year! 
If you have any photos, children’s drawings, or words that you would 
be happy to share, do please get in touch.   As well as the highs and 
lows of lockdown, we would love to hear of your achievements too! 
We are happy to scan and return any contributions.
Please email Jacquie at gotheringtonoldchapel@gmail.com
                                Thank you x

. 

Online fun with Rev. Richard
Whilst we were not able to get together 
in person, Rev. Reakes helped to bring us 
together using Zoom for some BINGO 
and QUIZZES! Helping to raise spirits 
during lockdown, we also raised a bit of 
money for the renovation and The North 
Cotswold Food Bank. 

To commemorate Remembrance Day and 
support the Royal British Legion’s Poppy Appeal, 
a request was put out for knitted and crocheted 
poppies, and hundreds were received!  Jill Parsons 
helped to display the poppies at The Old Chapel, 
and Woolstone Church, and a large poppy was 
displayed on the gate to Oxenton Church.  Thank 
you to all the residents and their friends / family 
members who spent hours making the wonderful 
poppies for the displays.  All the poppies are now 
safely stored so that they can be enjoyed again in 
the future. 

The Hedgehog Trail ran for an extended period last 
year, to help provide outdoor entertainment for 
family bubbles at a time when so many attractions 
were closed due to covid restrictions. Gotherington 
Stores and The Shutters were invaluable in helping us 
to issue just over 600 Trail Guides, and together with 
the ‘pop up’ collection point on The Lawns, we 
managed to raise £7,500!

The Hedgehog Trail was set up in support of three 
local charities: Vale Wildlife Hospital, The Old Chapel 
Community Project and Friends of Gotherington 
School (FOGS).  Vale Wildlife Hospital in particular, 
have faced extreme financial difficulty over the last 
year due to the recent circumstances preventing 
many of their regular fundraising activities.

Thank you so much to everyone who helped design 
the hedgehogs and who supported the Hedgehog 
Trail again last year. Many new families discovered 
the addictive nature of our trail and were so grateful 
for hints from locals on where to look!  We were also 
delighted to hear that so many residents enjoyed 
seeing and hearing the excitement of children 
discovering new hedgehogs in the village!
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With a thumbs up from the Parish 
Council for a 2021 Trail, we would like 

to invite you to get creative!

please email 
hedgehogtrail@gmail.com

  to receive a hedgehog design 
template, or if you would like to  
host a hedgehog in your garden.

2021 Hedgehog Trail
August 28th – November 6th 

Gotherington Nurseries 
supplied our Christmas Tree 
again and provided a 
beautiful focal point in the 
village. Along with many 
other households, the lights 
outside The Old Chapel 
stayed on over the dark 
Winter months, to lift spirits 
through the third national 
lockdown.

To ensure that that the newly refurbished Old Chapel meets any new requirements of the residents of 
Gotherington and neighbouring villages, before reopening we would like to get in touch with our 
supporters to get your ideas on how you would like to make use of the building and check what 
amenities you would like to see available. 

If you would like to help us with feedback and are happy to receive updates,

please email gotheringtonoldchapel@gmail.com

Thank you John!

Branston Prickle – by Isobel Parker
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